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PREFACE  ! 

The  techniques  and  tools  of  research  used  for  j 

this  paper  have  "been  p.... -ily  a  search  of  existing  ; 

histories  of  the  Army  r    aincy  rather  than  an  , 

exploration  of  the  source  documents.  Source  documents  : 

such  as  Array  Regulations  and  denominational  literature  '■ 

pertaining  to  past  educational  requirements  of  chap-  ' 

lains  were  not  available,  i 

My  study  of  educational  standards  for  United  \ 

r 

States  Army  Chaplains  since  1920  therefore  is  depend- 
ent heavily  on  the  fol     5  materials:  j 

i 

1,  Written  co^ ..  ^..pondence  from  the  three  major  | 

I 

faiths:   ^     ;tant  (three  specific  denomina-  } 

tions) ,  J     Catholic  and  Jewish.  ■ 

2,  Microfilmed  periodicals.  ' 

3,  Chaplaincy  11     ies  (prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chief  of  Chaplains) , 

if.  Some  Army  Regulations  and  pamphlets,  (• 

It  is  "by  no  means  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  ; 

topic  but,  I  think,  it  gives  a  perspective  of  the  ] 

progression  of  the  c,w.o..\;ional  development  for  ■ 

f 

clergymen  in  the  milit     Inistry,  * 


CHAPTER  I 
INTRODUCTION:   BEFORE  1920 

An  act  of  the  Co:"" -^-1  Congress  on  July  29, 

1775,  established  t]       iry  chaplaincy  as  a  legal 
entity.  The  procure      .  ;:hods  and  the  educational 
standards  for  these  men  was  a  matter  left  wholly  to 
each  colony.  In  one  colony  a  minister  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  in  another  by  the  legislative  body, 
in  one  by  the  eBtablished  church  of  the  colony  and  in 
still  another  by  the  c     ling  officer  of  the  regiment. 
In  most  colonies  the  appointment  v/as  made  simply  on  the 
basis  of  the  majority  denomination  of  the  meno 

By  1777,  another  act  of  Congress  stated  that 
the  chaplain  be  appointed  by  Congress  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  brigade  commander  "but  that  only 
clergymen  of  experience  and  established  public 
character  for  piety,  virtue  and  learning  should  be 
nominated",(l)   Since  the  intention  was  to  attract 
men  of  higher  learning  and  virtue  the  monthly  pay 
was  increased  from  S20.00  to  SifO.OO. 


(1)  Honejrwell,  Roy  .T-   m-^aplains  of  the  United 
States  Army  (U,  S.  Gover        nting  Office, 
Washington,  D,  C.)  p  57. 


The  requirement  that  prospective  chaplains  be 
properly  ordained  and  in  ^'"'^■'■' ^'^7ship  with  a  recognized 
denomination  was  ■  .  This  policy  was  not 

formally  adc.  62  and  Honeywell  and 

others  indicate  that  there  v>-.a..-  ...en  in  the  service 

who  aspired  to  th  it  who  had  little  theological 
training. 


The  present  day  ccV, 

emphasis  dates  to 

I 

1899  and  1901  v;hc      jress 

od  legislation  calling 

1 

for  a  chapl;;. 

d  clergyman  in  good 

standing  with  r  •  ^ 

i.Lnation  and  duly 

endorsed  by  the  e 

ard  of  the  denomination. 

Chaplain  6e, 

r^  wrote  in  a  textbook 

preparr.'  ^--^  a  course 

,  Leavenworth, 

Kansas: 

"When  the  govo 

ts  some  church  to  send 

one 

■'0  the  Army,  it  does 

not  I,,             '■;^_- 

^'o  or  fill  the 

placer          .'icor; 

lar  officers 

lea,  tney  v 

'caicen  from  the 

i' 

;        ■- '  s  own  '^- 

training  college, 

1 ,          f ron 

college  -  but  under 

no  ci: 

0  to  a  theological 

seiTi"-' "'  ■ 

government  does  not 

war- 

men,  and  only  the 

■; 

.ins  in  the  differ- 

OllC    i'. 

things  and  only 

those 

Oy  commissioned 

officers 

supposed  to  do. 

Hence ,  tLu 

^  •"'.in  is  to  be 

what  he  war: 

Yman."(2) 

; 

(2)  Waring,  Geo 

3  and 

How  Best 

J.  ii.  Gov  63. 

r 

Printing  \jx.i±^'c:,    u-. 

^   1912)  p  .0 

.1 

CHAPTER  II 


1920  -  19^0 


The  National  L.......:...e  Act  of  April  21,  1920,  ; 

ordered  the  establishment  of  a  Chief  of  Chaplain's  ; 

i 

J- 

Office  specifying  that  the  major  obligation  of  the  ,^ 

office  would  be  to  investigate  the  qualification  of 

candidates  for  appointment  as  chaplains  and  in  * 

general  to  coordinate  and  supervise  the  work  of  I 

chaplains.  The  only  guidelines  for  the  chief  in  this 

task  was  that  he  would  give  his  attention  to  four  j, 

! 

large  areas:  worship,  religious  guidance,  the  [ 

chaplain  as  an  exponent  of  the  military  establishment  j 

and  the  promotion  of  character  in  all  ranks,  | 

A  training  manual  prepared  for  chaplains  under  ^ 

i 

the  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Chaplains  was  published  \ 

i 

in  1926.  In  a  paragraph  titled,  "Education  Equipment",  ^ 

it  firmly  states:  | 

i 

"A  casual  examination  of  Army  Regulation  | 

Number  605-30  v/ill  reveal  the  fact  that  only  j 

an  applicant  v;it  hrough  mental  preparation  ; 

can  hope  to  p-^^'  "--'-—nee  examination  I 

specified  the  ition  to  native 

endowment  and  a  educational  equip-  | 

ment  equivale  -^forded  by  a  college  j 

and  post  grad  course  is  considered  | 

essential,  A  understanding  of  the  | 

principles  of  j,,3ychology  and  sociology  I 


is  of  estimable  v^.,Tnoo  Musical  talent  and 
training  both  iu;     mtal  and  vocal,  constitute 


a  distinct 

Dr,  EugCi 
titled,  "The  C}--^ 
reports  that  the 
a  pacifistic  move, 
for  the  services,  i 
ministers  v/ere  not  \ 
caring  for  the  mr 
spirituality",  'i^^i. 


LJ     l^i.  vy  »^ 


tide  in  The  Chaplain, 
.  ..^..u  Public  Life", 

under  heavy  fire  by 
I  civilian  ministry 
.  v/as  that  military 
were  not  properly 
a  general  "lack  of 
csure  subjected  the  chaplains 


to  a  renewed  scrutiny  and  v/ithin  a  few  years  more 
definite  educational  req:  nts  were  formulated 
v/hich,  in  turn,  effected  the  procurement  procedures. 


(3)  Training  Manual,  U.  S.  Army,  The  Chaplain  - 
His  Place  and  Duties  (U,  S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.  (i.  Prepared  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Chief  of  Chaplains,  1926)  p  6, 


CL.....^Li       III 


19i^0  -  I960 


Until  1937  the  p     ole  requirement  to  qualify 

for  appointment  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Uc  S.  Army  was  | 

ecclesiastical  endorsement  submitted  by  the  denomina-  j 

tion  to  the  Ad  jut               tvreen  1937  and  19if1,  j 

more  stringent  .         ions  became  solidified.  On  ; 

April  21,  19^+1,  eight  i.iw.xL.nS  before  the  United  States  '. 

entered  World  ^                        'SOS,  listed  , 

the  qualification            ment:  j 

1,  The  cleAejjutn  must  be  a  male  citizen,  I 

'le  agr          'i.  years,  I 

duly  accredited  by,  ■ 

and  -■  ■  '■^'"'^'  ,. L.r.;;aing  with  some  denomination  | 

o:                 h  holds  an  apportion-  \ 

ment  oi        n  appointments  in  accordance 

v/ith  the  needs  of  the  service.  1 

i 

4,  Graduate  of  both  a  four  year  college  and  | 
three  year  t     gical  seminary, 

5,  Must  be  acti""''  ■-  engaged  in  the  ministry  as 
his  princ ^  tion  and  have  three  years 


experience  in  the  latter. (^t) 

Some  of  these  requirements  were  modified  during 
the  war  years.  Ordained  clergymen  with  no  college  or 
theological  school  training  v/ere  called  in  the  service 
and  the  age  limitation  was  raised  several  times  and 
finally  reached  55  years.   The  clergymen  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  v/ere  not  required  by 
their  church  to  have  f      education  and  they  were 
called  into  the  service  of  the  nation  in  time  of  war. 

In  1968  the  LDS  Church  protested  to  President 
Johnson  that  none  of  their  clergymen  had  been  accred- 
ited by  the  services  since  the  end  of  the  war.   Cries 
of  outrage  were  evoked  by  the  General  Commission  on 
Chaplains  and  others  when  the  Commander  and  Chief 
ordered  that  candidates  from  the  LDS  Church  v/ould  be 
admitted  in  spite  of  their  inability  to  meet  the 
educational  standards. 

Few  significant  legal  educational  requirements 
have  been  changed  by  either  the  denominations  or  by 
the  military  services  but  this  is  not  to  say  that 
the  education  for  chaplains  has  been  neglected. 


(4)  Training  Manual  1.6-205,  United  States  ^ 

War  Department,  The  Chaplain  (Prepeired  under  the 

Direction  of  the  (--■'>   -'■  ''naplains,  U,  S,  Government  v. 

Printing  Office,  i         .,   D,  C,  April  21,  19A-1)  ? 

P  7. 


IV 


1973 


Since  the  yC-- 
brilliant  strides 
There  are  probably  m  ., 
changes:   the  age  of  t 
for  specialization  / 
era,  the  youth  re 
War  and  perhaps,  thn 


J.l-  _    A 


'"7  Chaplaincy  has  made 
onal  point  of  view, 
reasons  for  these 
-" -  y,  the  inevitible  need 
mt   of  the  technological 
of  the  1960's,  the  Vietnam 

brought  to  bear  by 

social  change  itself.  Perhaps  all  of  these  areas 
and  more  have  a  share  in  what  has  happened. 

What  is  it  th/-  •   -.inging  the  Army  Chaplaincy? 
The  military  ministry  has  become  more  concerned  with 
its  pastoral  role  than      before.  The  concern  is 
to  prepare  ministers  to  provide  that  charismatic 
ministry  which  can  draw  persons  who  have  needs  that 
go  far  beyond  what  we       aditionally  called 
"spiritual  needs".  This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is 
less  emphasis  in  spirituality  but  more  since  we  now 
focus  on  the  whole  man;  his  spiritual,  psychological 
and  social  identity. 

Chaplains  are  being  trained  in  Clinical  Pastoral 


8 


Education  centers  throughout  the  country  and  if  this 
trend  continues,  I  dare  say,  it  will  soon  be  an 
educational  requirement  for  all  chaplains  in  the  Array. 


jn   to  provide  specialized 
"  jastoral  concern: 

■.ohol  centers,  minority 
1^    ;rican  political 

jsion  of  educational 
would  be  incomplete  if  the 
-   -t  mentioned.  The 


Chaplains  a:.-  -,, 

expertize  in  seve 

hospital  ministry, 

groups,  sociology,  e. .,_ 

theory,  management  r 

A  paper  on  the  ,p 

standards  in  the  U.  So  — 

work  of  the  Chaplain  Scho 

Advanced  Course  for  Chaplains  is  the  best  single 
indicator  of  the  forv;a„  .  .  ^Jion  of  education's 
direction  for  'he  service.  The  school 

has  been  fueled  with  ima;     on,  innovation  and  a 
solid  determination  to  ,,..,.ide  the  military  community 
with  a  minister  who  ir    >ed  with  skills  that  will 
truly  make  him  knovm  as  '      astor". 
In  1917  Geri>....^  ......... 

chaplains  for  each  regiment 


..„mmended  three 
■  ■  1  g  that 


"Men  BQlected  si' 
v/ith  reputations  V/ 
pract-' ""■'   •-'•'■-•  V,-.'- 
to  dc 


The  cb---'^  "-"-" 
practical, 
who  impart  by 


of 


l^ii-v^    [  ^    t 


the  highest  character 

)lished  as  sensible 

■.  nr  workers  accustomed 

) 

are  not  only  sensible, 
"  ■  highly  educated  men 
e   qualities  that 


(5)       Tell,  Roy  J.,  Chaplains  of  the  United 
States  Army  (U.  S.  Gov      ■  ^^-inting  Office,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  195»)  P  17 'o 


inspire  our  young  military  people, 


1 

I 
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